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SUBJECT: LIFTING OF SYRIAN LABOR BOYCOTT OF PAN AM 
REF: DAMASCUS 0234 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY: LIFTING OF SYRIAN LABOR FEDERATION’S BOYCOTT OF 
PANAM ON MARCH 15 (REFTEL) ENDS LAST VESTIGE OF ARAB LABOR 
BOYCOTT US INTERESTS DATING FROM OCTOBER WAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. US FOLLOW-UP COMMENT TO USINT DAMASCUS’ REPORT, REGIONAL 
LABATT WOULD NOTE THAT SYRIAN LABOR DECISION HAS REGION- WIDE 
EFFECT OF LAYING TO REST REMAINING VESTIGE OF ARAB WORKER BOYCOTT 
THREAT OF US INTERESTS WHICH AROSE OUT OF RECENT ARAB-ISRAELI WAR. 
WHILE BOYCOTT NEVER GOT OFF GROUND IN MOST ARAB COUNTRIES, SYRIANS 
WERE HARD-LINERS FROM OUTSET. BESIDES RAISING EFFECTIVE BARRIER 

TO US AND DUTCH CARRIERS ON SYRIAN TERRITORY, SYRIAN FEDERATION 
TWICE SENT DELEGATIONS TO BEIRUT TO PRESS LEBANESE TO FOLLOW SUIT 
AND GENERATED MAIN IMPETUS FOR INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF 
ARAB TRADE UNIONS (ICATU), WHEN IT MET IN LIBYA IN EARLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 03124 181740Z 

NOVEMBER, TO ISSUE CALL FOR BOYCOTT. 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



3. EVEN AFTER ICATU "DECISION" MET WITH NON-COMPLIANCE ELSE- 
WHERE, SYRIANS HELD FIRM UNTIL FEBRUARY, WHEN THEY ADVISED THAT 
LETTER FROM PANAM STATING THAT PANAM HAD NOT RPT NOT DELIVERED 
WAR METERIEL TO ISRAEL WOULD PERMIT BASIS FOR REMOVING BOYCOTT 
(DAMASCUS 44 NOTAL). ACCORDING PANAM REP BEIRUT, CONDITION 

WAS MET BY PANAM LETTER TO FEDERATION IN MID-FEBRUARY. 

FURTHER DELAY ON PART SYRIANS APPEARS ATTRIBUTED TO SENIOR 
FEDERATION OFFICIAL'S DEPARTURE SHORTLY THEREAFTER TO ATTEND 
CONSECUTIVE MEETINGS OF ICATU AND ARAB LABOR ORGANIZATION 
(ALO) IN MOROCCO. 

4. ALTHOUGH LABATT HAS HEARD SECOND-HAND REPORT THAT BOYCOTT 
WAS HEATEDLY DISCUSSED DURING ICATU SESSION, FACT THAT NEITHER 
ICATU NOR ALO MENTIONED MATTER IN FINAL COMMUNIQUES 
(CASABLANCA'S 0188 NOTAL AND 217 NOTAL) WOULD INDICATE HARD- 
LINERS HAD NO SUCCESS AND THAT SYRIANS FELT SAFE IN DROPPING PAN AM 
BOYCOTT, AS THEY IN FACT DID WITHIN A FEW DAYS OF LABOR LEADERS' 
RETURN. 

GODLEY 
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